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sim·plic·i·ty (sm-pls-t) n.

1. The property, condition, or 

quality of being simple or 

uncombined.

2. Absence of luxury or 

showiness; plainness.

3. Absence of affectation or 

pretense.

4. a. Lack of sophistication or 

subtlety; naiveté.

b. Lack of good sense or 

intelligence; 

foolishness.

5.  a. Clarity of expression.

b. Austerity in embellishment.



Simplicity is an acquired taste. 

Mankind, left free, instinctively 

complicates life

- Katherine F. Gerould



I adore simple pleasures. 

They are the last refuge of 

the complex.

- Oscar Wilde



Our life is frittered away by 

detail. 

Simplicity, simplicity, simplicity! 

- Henry David Thoreau



Any intelligent fool 

can make things 

bigger, more 

complex, and more 

violent. It takes a 

touch of genius --

and a lot of 

courage -- to move 

in the opposite 

direction.

- Albert Einstein



Most of the fundamental ideas of science are 

essentially simple, and may, as a rule, be expressed in 

a language comprehensible to everyone.

- Albert Einstein 



It takes a long time to make something complicated 

simple, but if you do, it will work w/o problems for a 

long time.

- F. Andy Seidle, http://faseidl.com/

http://faseidl.com/


The Innovatorôs 

Dilemma that 

disruptive innovations

are almost never the 

result of technological 

breakthroughs but 

are instead 

recombinations of 

existing and often 

inexpensive 

technology in forms 

the former market 

leaders donôt pursue.

- Clayton Christensen



Dealing with 

complexity is an 

inefficient and 

unnecessary 

waste of time, 

attention and 

mental energy. 

There is never 

any justification 

for things being 

complex when 

they could be 

simple. 

- Edward de 

Bono





We need to be very 

careful about the 

lure of complexity. 

We should not fall 

into the trap of 

thinking that if itôs 

hard to design, it 

must be good; that if 

itôs using the latest 

technology, it must 

be good; that if all 

our friends think itôs 

really cool, it must 

be good.

- Gerry McGovern


